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INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS  

1. Pharmacological Research  publishes manuscripts in English on the results of original research in experimental and clinical 
pharmacology and toxicology (General pharmacology, Pharmacokinetics and methods; Biochemical and molecular pharmacology; 
Clinical pharmacology; Inflammation; Smooth muscle and gastrointestinal tract; Respiratory tract; Cardiovascular and renal 
pharmacology; Neuropharmacology, psychopharmacology and neuroendocrinology; Endocrine pharmacology; Chemotherapy; 
Pharmacognosy; Toxicology ,Pharmacoepidemiology and Pharmacosurveillance).  

In addition, Pharmacological Research publishes short reviews or opinions on selected aspects of pharmacology undergoing rapid 
change.  Many of these are invited, but Pharmacological Research also welcomes unsolicited reviews and opinions.    

The Editors welcome submission by the authors of the names and addresses of 5 or 6 individuals who could, in their 
opinion, expertly review their submitted manuscript.  The Editors of course reserve the right to use reviewers of their choice.  
An assurance should be given that the material has not been published or submitted elsewhere.  Authors are welcome to suggest  the 
field appropriate for their manuscripts, selected among those mentioned above.   

2. Submission.  The original of each manuscript plus three copies should be sent to the Regional Editor of one's own area, whose 
names and addresses are listed on the outside front cover, indicating 'Pharmacological Research' on the envelope.  In order to 
ensure rapid and accurate publication, it is essential that manuscripts be prepared according to the instructions given below.  
Manuscripts that do not confirm to these specifications may have to be returned for retyping.   Preparation of Manuscripts   

3. Manuscripts should be double-spaced, on only one side of the sheet throughout the text, including footnotes and 
figure headings with a margin of one and a half inches (4 cm) on each side.   

4. Headings.  The title of the paper should be typed in  capital letters on the first page with the name(s) and affiliation(s) of the 
author(s) typed just below.  The name, address, telephone and fax number of the corresponding author should be arranged 
indicated on this page.  Abbreviations in  the title should be avoided.  Headings within the article should be arranged to increase 
clarity (e.g. Summary, Key Words, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Acknowledgements,  References).   

5. Summary.  Authors should attempt to summarize the pertinent findings of the paper in a short opening paragraph. 
 Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum and, in all cases,  should be defined.   

6. Key Words .  Up to 5 key words should be provided after the summary, using not more than one line.   

7. Illustrations should be submitted on separate sheets.  All drawings should be done in black ink on white paper or tracing cloth.  
Figures should not be mounted within the text, but should be supplied separately, and numbered on the back in light pencil.  
Legends to the Figures should be supplied on a separate sheet.    

8. Tables.  These should be numbered in Roman numerals in the order of their mention in the text.  A brief title should be  typed 
directly above each table.  Footnotes to tables should be  indicated by superscripts and typed at the bottom of the tables.    

9. Units and Symbols.  Metric units should be used.  The following abbreviations are suggested for internally accepted units: %, 
cm, cm(cubed), ml, g, mgm, (mu)g, s, min, h, °C, cal, kcal.  Full stops are not used with abbreviations (see British Standards 
1991: Part 1: 1967 - Recommendations for Letter Symbols, Signs and Abbreviations).   

10. References to the literature should be numbered consecutively in the text in the order in which they are first  mentioned, and 
listed at the end of manuscripts.  The references should be cited according to the Index Medicus (Ann Intern Med 1988; 108: 
258-65 OR >Pharmacol Res 1989; 21: 133-48). Examples of correct forms of references are given below:  Journals:  You CH, 
Lee KY, Chey RY, Menguy R. Electrogastrographic study of patients with unexplained nausea, bloating and vomiting.  
Gastroenterology 1980; 79: 311-314.  Books:Eisen HN.  Immunology: an introduction to molecular and cellular principles of 
the immune response. 5th ed. New York: Harper and Row, 1974: 406. Chapter in a book: Weinstein L, Swartz MN.  Pathogenic 
properties of invading microorganisms.  In: Sodeman WA Jr. Soderman WA, eds.   Pathologic physiology: mechanisms of 
disease.  Philadelphia: WB Saunders, 1974: 457-72.  Abbreviations of journal titles should be those in the Index Medicus.  

11. Copyright/Offprints. Authors submitting a manuscript do so on the understanding that if it is accepted for 
publication, exclusive copyright in the paper shall be assigned to the Italian Pharmacological Society.  In consideration for the 
assignment of copyright, the Society will supply 50 offprints of each paper.  Further offprints may be ordered at extra cost 
after acceptance of manuscripts when an order form will be supplied to authors.  The Publisher will not put any limitation of 
the personal freedom of the author to use material contained in  the paper in other works.     

MANUSCRIPTS ON DISK 

When supplying the final version of your paper please include, where possible, a disk of your manuscript prepared on a PC-
compatible or Apple Macintosh computer, along with the hard copy print-out.  5 1/4" or 3 1/2" sized disks and most word processing 
packages are acceptable, although any version of WordPerfect or Microsoft Word is preferred.    

**Please follow these guidelines carefully**   



Include an ASCII version on the disk, together with the word processed version, if possible.   

Ensure that the files are not saved as read only.   

Manuscripts prepared on disk must be accompanied by four hard copies, including all figures,  printed with double spacing,  which 
may be used if setting from disk proves impracticable.   

Ensure the final version of the hard copy and the file on disk  are the same.  It is the authors' responsibility to ensure complete 
compatibility.  If there are any differences the hard copy will be used.   

The directives for preparing the paper in the style of the journal as set out in the Instructions to Authors must be  followed 

The operating system and the word processing software used to produce the article should be noted on the disk 
(e.g. DOS/WordPerfect), as well as all file names.  If UNIX, method of extraction should also be noted.    

The disk/tape should be labelled with the journal reference number (if known), author name(s), hardware and software used to 
generate the disk file.   

Do not include copyright material, e.g. word processing software or operating system files on the disk as this can create difficulties 
with Customs clearance.   

Package floppy disks in such away as to avoid damage in the post.   

Additional points to note  

 Use two carriage returns to end headings and paragraphs.    

Type text without end of line hyphenation, except for compound words.   

Do not use lower case letter "l" (el) for "1" (one) or letter "O" for "0" (zero).  (They have different typesetting values.)   

Footnotes, tables and figure captions should be keyed and saved in a separate file from the main text for the manuscript. However, 
please ensure clear hard copies are supplied as they will almost certainly be typeset from the hard copy.  Be consistent with 
punctuation and only insert a single space between words, numerical values and units, and after punctuation.    

Please include a list of any special characters you have used,  e.g. Greek, maths.    

Make sure references follow the journal format exactly.    

Illustrations submitted on disk 

Authors' illustrations should also, if possible, be supplied as both hard copy and electronic files.  Figures drawn using Aldus 
Freehand (Apple Macintosh) then saved as Encapsulated Postscript files (EPS) are preferred and should be supplied on a separate 
disk.  


